
1 

MANLY   FRESHWATER   CATHOLIC   PARISH 

Mary  Immaculate  and St  John  the  Baptist  Churches 

  

 

 
 

 

 

 

14th Sunday in Ordinary Time – 4th July 2021 
Dear Friends,  

It seems that we’ve been here before, in lockdown once again. As the letter to the Hebrews (3:13) 
reminds us “Every day, as long as this ‘today’ lasts, keep encouraging one another”. So once again 

I’m offering you a few words of encouragement, to look after yourselves and each other, especially 
the elderly.  

While Fr John and I miss celebrating Mass for you just as you miss being present at Mass it was 

very gratifying that 377 people tuned in to our live streamed 8:30am Mass last Sunday on 
Facebook. You do not require a Facebook account to view the Mass, just type in Manly Freshwater 

Parish Facebook in your search engine (eg Google). 

Bishop Anthony has advised that the obligation to attend Sunday Mass is suspended for last 
Sunday and this Sunday. This will be subject to review next Friday and we will advise you by email 

as soon as we have an update. We are not permitted to give communion to anyone unless it is 
the last Sacrament for someone who is seriously ill and/or dying. 

Fr John and I are celebrating Mass privately each day for all your intentions and you are always 
in our thoughts and prayers. Please keep warm, safe and healthy and know that the Lord Jesus is 
very close to all of us and we are under the protection of His Blessed Mother Mary.   

                                                                                                 Fr David Taylor – Parish Priest 

PS   “Give us, Father, whatever is good for us”. St Teresa of Avila 

St John the Baptist Church Freshwater celebrates 
its Centenary on 21st November 2021 

“What the Parish means to me”…Parish Remembrance Book 
As part of the many 100th Anniversary celebrations, we would like 

everyone to participate in a joint project to create a Parish Book. The 
theme is “What the Parish means to me”.  

Did you or someone in your family celebrate the Sacraments here - Baptism, Wedding, First 

Communion or a Funeral of a loved one? These are the memories we are asking you to share with 
us. 

We would like a one-page contribution from everyone, including children. You can hand write or 
compile a word document and email it to Parish the office. You can include your name and photos 

or be anonymous. It is your choice. These will be professionally laid out in a coffee table type book 
and be on display in the church, in time for the November Anniversary. There will be copies 
available for purchase as well.  

This is as much a fun project as a heartfelt project, so your support is greatly appreciated!  
 

 

First Collection for the support of our Priests. 
Second Collection for maintenance, repairs and running costs of our Parish. 

 

Pope Francis Prayer Intention for July: Social Friendship We pray that, in social, economic and 
political situations of conflict, we may be courageous and passionate architects of dialogue and friendship. 

 

 

Facebook – manlyfreshwaterparish Sunday 8:30am Mass  
 

 

Manly Freshwater Parish promotes SAFEGUARDING which involves the implementation of proactive, common sense and 
practical ideas that ensure the safety of children and vulnerable adults in our community 

We’re COVID SAFE 

https://www.facebook.com/manlyfreshwaterparish/
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LET US PRAY FOR                                                     4th July 2021 

Recently Deceased: William Clarke; Zack Egan 

Anniversary: Leslie Le Surf 

Prayers for the sick in our parish “Lord, grant them and their 

carers strength and courage” Gavin Greenwood, Brian Gregan, 

Mark Taylor; Kay Flenady; Leon Cochrane; Robina Dwyer; Prionsias 
Kearney; Brian Davies; Debbie Vernon; Lauren Hannahan; Rosalba Galuis; 
Judith McKenzie; Jonathan Keil; Wayne Smedley; Margaret Burridge; Jill 
Carmichael; Stephen Robertson; Richard & Cynthia Connolly; Maureen 
Williams; Gerry Wybrandt; Amy Farrow; Patricia Duffy; Florencia Lira; Ken 
Waller; Mary Helen Fogarty; Sheila Lee; Chrissy Brunsdon; Belinda 
Nicholls; Jacqui Dawson; Marty O’Donnell; Pat Smith; Bozena (Boni) Covic; 
Gerry Ring 

PARISH SOCIAL MEDIA 
Parish facebook: facebook.com/manlyfreshwaterparish 
Parish website: bbcatholic.org.au/manlyfreshwater  
 
 

 

If you are a new parishioner 

to Manly Freshwater Parish, 

we invite you to complete a 

Parish census form. This will 

assist us in updating our 

records to include you and 

your family in our parish community activities. The 

census form can be found on the back wall of the 

Church or at the side door entrance and may be left 

in the collection plate.  

EUCHARISTIC ADORATION & DIVINE 

MERCY HOLY HOUR Manly each 

Wednesday at 6pm with Divine Mercy 

Hour from 7pm to 8pm 

The Craft Group meets each week on 

Tuesday mornings from 10am to 12noon in 

the Parish Center. We invite you to come 

along for a cuppa and a chat in a friendly 

relaxed environment. Bring along your 

knitting or other craft if you wish.  

Lectio Divina Read his story in the 

Gospels. Spend time with him. Lectio 

Divina groups meets Tuesday 7.30pm in 

the Parish Centre and Wednesday 

mornings at 10am in the Parish Centre. 

MORNING TEAS We are looking for 

helpers to assist with Manly’s morning 

teas on Sundays following the morning 

Masses. Please contact the parish office 

9977 5822 if you can assist. 
 

Playgroup will resume after the 
School Holidays-- We invite you and 

your child to come and play, learn and 

connect with other 3-5 yr olds from 

our local area. Our Playgroups are 

facilitated by teachers each week. Parents/carers 

are required to remain onsite with their children 

during the Playgroup sessions. 

At the heart of the story of Peter and Paul is not 

their own gifts and abilities, but the encounter 

with Christ that changed their lives. They 

experienced a love that healed and set them free, 

and because of that, they became apostles and ministers of 

freedom for others. 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

• NO GROUPS MEETING ONSITE 

• School Holidays until 12th July 

• St Joseph Men’s Group 15th July at 7pm 

 

Welcomers URGENTLY needed at 

both Churches to assist with the QR 

Code registrations before each Mass. 

Please contact the parish office  

9977 5822. 

CHRISTIAN MEDITATION  
Will continue this Tuesday at 6pm in the 
Parish Centre at Manly. Anyone interested in 

this form of silent prayer is most welcome to attend.  
Enquiries: Hazel Cottee 0402 052 088 

“Be still and know that I am God” Psalm 46: vs 10 
 

ST JOSEPH MEN’S GROUP 

Due to Covid Lockdown this week the St 

Joseph Men’s Group will be meeting on 

Thursday 15th July at 7pm. We invite 

men of all ages to join in our fellowship. 

In the month of August, we will hold the meeting on 

1st Thursday of the month as usual – 5th August. 

 

Young Adults Group 18-35 

Meet on the 2nd and 4th Thursday 

of each Month. 

On the 2nd Thursday we meet for a meal at a local 

venue and on the 4th Thursday we will meet in the 

Parish Centre for Spiritual Discussions and 

Reflection. For Further information please contact 

Ivica 0488 464 103.  

Youth Group for those in High School 

meet on the 3rd Sunday of each month 

following the Youth Mass at Manly at 6pm 

For Further information please contact Ivica 0488 

464 103. 
 

MANLY PIETY STORE 

Manly Piety Store has a good selection 

of books and statues of St Joseph. 

Living Faith Booklets for July, August 

and September are now in.  

Open after all weekend Masses 
 

End of Financial Year – Tax Receipts for CWF 
and Project Compassion are available by 

contacting the Parish Office on 9977 5822 or by 
email: manlyfreshwaterparish@bbcatholic.org.au.   

Please note donations to Planned Giving Program 

are not tax deductible. 

We thank you for your generous support of the 
Parish throughout the year. 

mailto:manlyfreshwaterparish@bbcatholic.org.au
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ST JOHN THE 
BAPTIST CHURCH, 
FRESHWATER 100 

YEAR ANNIVERSARY 

On Sunday 21st November we come together to 
celebrate St John the Baptist Church’s 100 year 
Anniversary. Please save the date in your diary for 

a fun filled day – remembering what makes this 
such a great Parish. 

 

PARISH FINANCES  

New: Scan to Donate 

using the QR code below to 
access our BPoint Donation page 

(please note this is not the code used 
as you enter the Church for signing). 
You will then be able to click the 

BPoint logo on the webpage to take 
you to the payment page. This secure 

system provided by the 
Commonwealth Bank Australia will 
give you the option of having your receipt 

emailed to you. 

2nd collection Parish Bank Account Funds 

the running of the Parish 
Account Name: Manly Freshwater Parish 
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 

Account # 100002025    BSB: 062 784    

1st collection Parish Bank Account  
Supports our Priests   

Account Name: Manly Freshwater Parish Pastoral  
Bank Name: Commonwealth Bank 
Account# 13958002    BSB: 062 784    

Safeguarding: This week's message coincides 

with NAIDOC week. Ensuring a safe parish 

community involves its people understanding and 

respecting the strengths, needs and experiences of 

all from diverse backgrounds, including Aboriginal 

and Torres Strait Islander peoples, people with 

disability, people from culturally diverse and 

linguistically diverse backgrounds and those who are 

homeless. Do I have the skill and knowledge to meet 

the needs of those in my community from diverse 

backgrounds and be inclusive in my practice? 

Your generosity towards our Parish can go 

on forever when you include a bequest in 

your Will. Once your family is taken care of, a 

residual gift of your estate can be left to the Church 

to ensure our Parish and Faith is also looked after. 

For more information on how you can leave a gift of 

Faith in your Will, please contact Fr David on 9977 

5822. Thank you for your consideration. 
 

Home Visits – If you are still unsure about attending 
Masses and you would like a home visit from one of 
our Priests, please contact the parish office 9977 5822 
to organise a time.  They would be very happy to see 

you. 

Holy Communion during Lockdown  
Fr David Ranson, Vicar General 

How we hunger for the Eucharist when the 
opportunity is not there for us to receive the Lord 
in this way! This is the great pain of this time, 

unknown to anyone without faith in the 
Eucharistic Lord. These times do purify us and 
animate our desire for the Lord even more deeply. 

Such times also help to deepen our sense that 
Communion is a part of the entire Eucharistic 
action. Communion outside the context of the full 

celebration of Mass is something that we should 
not advocate because it isolates one very 
significant aspect of the full Eucharistic action to 

the detriment of all the other parts – the gathering 
of the community, the attention to the Word, the 
taking, blessing and breaking of the Bread  - all of 

which are the essential  means by which the Risen 
Christ becomes present to us.  

For this reason, we reserve Communion during 

such times to those that are particularly unwell 
through the Sacrament of Anointing or as 

Viaticum for the person who is dying. So, if 
anyone is particularly unwell, one of the priests 
could certainly bring Communion to them as part 

of the Sacrament of Anointing. This possibility is 
even indicated in the current Health Orders. 

Of course, more generally, we are bound to 

respect the intention of the current situation which 
is for people to stay at home. If we had a kind of 
service outside the church it would entail people 

gathering and this would be in breach of the 
current Health Orders. This would bring our 
commitment to the common good and to public 

health into question. 

Yes, these times are trying for us. They compel us 
to recognise the gift we have in the Mass. We 

think however of those peoples in Japan, in 
Mexico, in the early days of Australia who endured 
many years without Communion and remained 

such faith-filled Catholics. What a joy it was for 
them to finally be able to celebrate Mass and 
receive the Eucharistic Lord again! 

We certainly look forward to that moment, too, for 
ourselves in a few weeks’ time. I do hope this finds 
you well and that it won’t be too long before we 

see one another again.  
                           Fr David Ranson, Vicar General 

https://www.bpoint.com.au/pay/manlyfreshwater
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HARD COPIES OF THE 
BULLETIN ARE AVAILABLE 

FROM THE PARISH OFFICE 
FOR COLLECTION 

 

Gospel: Mark begins a new theme in his Gospel 

with today’s pericope: the blindness of people to 
the power and authority of Jesus.  The people of 
Jesus’ own hometown reject his message.  They 

consider Jesus too much “one of them” to be taken 
seriously.  They are too obsessed with 
superficialities – occupation, ancestry, origins – to 

realize God present in their midst and to be 
affected by that presence. 

Reflection: The authority that Jesus’ hearers 

sense in him is an authority and wisdom that 
transcends office or title or economic power; it is 
an authority rooted in wisdom that comes from 

experience and a lived commitment to do what is 
right and just. 

Jesus’ authority is not derived from his ability to 

manipulate the fears, suspicions, apathy or 
ignorance of the community is leads but from the 
spirit of mercy, justice and compassion he is able 

to call forth from them.   

Like the people of Jesus’ hometown, we often fail 
to realize the presence of God in our very 

midst.  God dwells in our midst in the simplest 
acts of kindness, in the humblest efforts of 
compassion for others, in the singular attempts to 

secure the justice and peace of God in hidden and 
forgotten places.  

In Baptism, we take on the role of prophet – “one 

who proclaims.”  To be a prophet, to “proclaim” 
the Word we have heard, can result in our being 
ostracized, ridiculed, rejected and isolated.  But 

genuine faith never falters in the conviction that 
the justice of God will triumph over injustice, that 
his mercy will triumph over hatred, that his light 

will triumph over the darkness of sin and death.  
                              connectionsmediaworks.com  

 
OUTSIDE THE PARISH 

 
 

Alive in the Spirit Virtual Conference 8th – 10th July 

2021. REGISTER NOW!. The conference aims to bring 

renewal, connection, inspiration and formation through 

keynote speakers, workshops, liturgy and prayer. . Click 

here to register 

 
Joseph House 2021-2022 Applications 

now open! 
Applications are now open for Joseph House, a house 

of discernment in Broken Bay for young Catholic 

men. Email: vocations.ministry@bbcatholic.org.au 

for more information 

 

Fan the Flame Towards Plenary Assembly One 

October 2021 ‘This is my blood, the blood of the 

covenant, which is to be poured out for 

many’Mark 14:12-16,22-26) 
www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/ 

 

Ad Astra is a program for the young leaders of the 

Diocese of Broken Bay who desire to grow in 

leadership and aspire for the heights of ministry and 

relationship with God. The goal of Ad Astra is not 

just to enhance a prayer life, but to transform one’s 

capacity for ministry.  As an intentional community, 

we will journey together in a number of ways: 

Formation Nights  

• Community Nights  

• Mentorship & Ministry  

• Evangelisation School – In January we will 

attend an intensive Evangelisation School. 

Do you know a young person in your parish, who 

might benefit from this program? Send them an 

online application form 

today! https://forms.gle/Lgr8pEK9MVdd8YNKA 
 

Foster Care campaign CatholicCare will be 

launching our Foster Care campaign in July to 

identify everyday families who might consider 

accepting a young person or child into their loving 

and supportive homes. 
 

This video  - has been prepared by CatholicCare 

and features a foster family and Bishop Anthony. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui_n1wZ_0dk 
For more information, contact Melissa 

Sabian melissa.sabian@catholiccaredbb.org.au 

 
 

YEAR OF ST JOSEPH 

On December 8th 2020, Our Holy Father, Pope 

Francis, proclaimed a “Year of St. Joseph”, to give us 

the opportunity to reflect on Saint Joseph as a 

beloved father, a tender and loving father, an 

obedient father, an accepting father, a father who is 

creatively courageous, a working father, a father in 

the shadows.  We can ask for St. Joseph to guide our 

path of life and bless everyone with grace, mercy 

and courage 

https://bbcatholic.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64ba3ffe5e21679826e8b7d36&id=0d591b5878&e=4dc9f2d3a9
https://bbcatholic.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=64ba3ffe5e21679826e8b7d36&id=0d591b5878&e=4dc9f2d3a9
mailto:vocations.ministry@bbcatholic.org.au
http://www.plenarycouncil.catholic.org.au/fantheflame/
https://forms.gle/Lgr8pEK9MVdd8YNKA
https://youtu.be/ui_n1wZ_0dk
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ui_n1wZ_0dk
mailto:melissa.sabian@catholiccaredbb.org.au
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Solemnity of St Peter and St Paul was celebrated 

on Tuesday 29th June. 

Saint Peter - “I do so love St Peter,” says a friend of mine. 
“Whenever he opens his mouth, he puts his foot in it”. 

She is right, of course. Whatever else St Peter may be, he is 
not the model of a wise and noble hero. He walks on the 

water – but then panics and starts to sink. He makes the first 
profession of faith – and moments later blunders into error 
and is called Satan by the Lord. He refuses to be washed, 

and then, when the purpose is explained to him, demands to 
be washed all over. And, of course, he betrays his master 

soon after having been warned that he will and having sworn not to. If Peter is the rock on which 
the Church is built, what a fissured and friable rock it is! How much better, we think, to have chosen 

the Sons of Thunder, for their energy; or Judas Iscariot, for his financial acumen; or John, because 
he was loved the best. 

The choosing of Peter teaches us a lesson. The Church’s foundation-stone and its first leader is not 

all-wise, all-knowing, good, heroic, and beautiful. He is a very ordinary man who makes about as 
many mistakes as we would in his place and kicks himself for them just as thoroughly afterwards. 

If St Peter had been a hero, we could easily have despaired of ever becoming like him. If St Peter 
had been great, and noble, and good, we could have told ourselves that the Church is for the saints, 
despaired, sat down, and not bothered. But the Church is not just for saints: it is for confused, 

impetuous, cowardly people like us – or St Peter. The rock crumbles, the ropes are frayed, the 
wood is rotten – but, although that improbable building, the Church, is made of such inferior 

materials, it grows (on the whole) faster than it collapses, and it is grace that holds it together. 

In the end, it was grace that gave the coward the courage to bear witness when it counted, grace 
that gave the fool the wisdom he needed to set the infant Church on her way, grace that taught 

the impetuous man patience and forbearance. 

We none of us admire ourselves, however much we would like to; let us not try to admire St Peter 

either, but admire instead the grace he was given, and pray that, weak as we are, we may be given 
it too, and may use it. 
 

St Paul -St Paul is not an attractive figure today. We are still knee deep in the overripe fruit of late 
romanticism: we admire men who feel, not think; who enchant people into following them, not 
argue them into submission. 

There is even, nowadays, a fashion for saying that Paul invented Christianity as we know it, that 
he set out with the cynical aim of fashioning an enduring institution; and that the real Christianity, 

the Christianity of Christ, is something quite different from and far nicer than the Christianity we 
know. 

Yes, Paul’s mind did shape the early Church. Yes, without him things would have been different. 

And all the information that we have in the New Testament is entirely consistent with the whole 
thing being a Pauline conspiracy. 

But so what? “Consistent with” is a treacherous phrase. The evidence of my eyes is entirely 
consistent with there being an invisible lion in my fireplace, because you can’t see invisible lions; 
but I still don’t believe there is one. I trust the world, I have faith in it, and invisible lions are not 

part of that faith. I trust God, I have faith in the Holy Spirit – I say so out loud on Sundays – and 
I believe that God called Saul because he needed him, and that the renamed Saul did and said 

what needed to be said and done. 

Paul is not some cold and remote intellectual – just read the Epistles and see if that stands up. 
Paul is always reminding people of his weakness – look, I know what I ought to do, and I keep on 

doing the opposite – look, I have this thorn in my flesh and God absolutely refuses to take it away. 
Paul is not all mind – he does have his troubles too. But yes, Paul does have a mind, and that 

raises problems in an age that doesn’t, that uses “clever” as a term of abuse. Remember, though, 
that we are commanded to love the Lord our God with all our heart, with all our soul, with all our 
mind, and with all our strength. Perhaps we cannot love St Paul very much nowadays; but let us 

at least pray for the grace to love God with our minds, as he did. 
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14th Sunday in Ordinary Time – YEAR B 

 

First Reading            Ezekiel 2:2-5 (JB) 

A reading from the prophet Ezekiel 

The people are rebellious; they shall know 

there will be a prophet in their midst. 

The spirit came into me and made me stand 

up, and I heard the Lord speaking to me. 
He said, 'Son of man, I am sending you up 

to the Israelites, to the rebels who have 
turned against me. Till now they and their 

ancestors have been in revolt against me. 
The sons are defiant and obstinate; I am 

sending you to them, to say, "The Lord says 

this." Whether they listen or not, this set of 
rebels shall know there is a prophet among 

them.' 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Responsorial Psalm     Ps 122 (JB) 

R. Our eyes are fixed on the Lord,  

    pleading for his mercy. 

To you have I lifted up my eyes, you who 

dwell in the heavens: my eyes, like the eyes 

of slaves on the hand of their lords. R. 

Like the eyes of a servant on the hand of 
his mistress, so our eyes are on the Lord 

our God till he shows us his mercy. R. 

Have mercy on us, Lord, have mercy. We 
are filled with contempt. Indeed all too full 

is our soul with the scorn of the rich, with 

the proud man's disdain. R. 

 

Second Reading         Corinthians 12:7-10 

A reading from the second letter of St Paul 

to the Corinthians 

I will glory in my infirmities so that the 

power of Christ may dwell in me. 

In view of the extraordinary nature of these 
revelations, to stop me from getting too 

proud I was given a thorn in the flesh, an 
angel of Satan to beat me and stop me from 

getting too proud! About this thing, I have 

pleaded with the Lord three times for it to 
leave me, but he has said, 'My grace is 

enough for you: my power is at its best in 

weakness.' So I shall be very happy to 
make my weaknesses my special boast so 

that the power of Christ may stay over me, 
and that is why I am quite content with my 

weaknesses, and with insults, hardships, 
persecutions, and the agonies I go through 

for Christ's sake. For it is when I am weak 

that I am strong. 

The word of the Lord. 

All: Thanks be to God. 

 

Gospel Acclamation     cf Luke 4:18 (JB) 

Alleluia, alleluia! 

The Spirit of the Lord is upon me; he sent 

me to bring Good News to the poor. 

Alleluia! 

 

Gospel        Mark 6:1-6 (JB) 

A reading from the holy Gospel according to 

Mark 

A prophet is despised only in his own 

country. 

Jesus went to his home town and his 

disciples accompanied him. With the 
coming of the sabbath he began teaching in 

the synagogue and most of them were 

astonished when they heard him. They said, 
'Where did the man get all this? What is this 

wisdom that has been granted him, and 
these miracles that are worked through 

him? This is the carpenter, surely, the son 
of Mary, the brother of James and Joset and 

Jude and Simon? His sisters, too, are they 
not here with us?' And they would not 

accept him. And Jesus said to them, 'A 
prophet is only despised in his own country 

among his own relations and in his own 
house'; and he could work no miracle there, 

though he cured a few sick people by laying 
his hands on them. He was amazed at their 

lack of faith. 

The Gospel of the Lord. 

All: Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 
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